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HEASMAN Albert Arthur, 

Corporal, The Buffs (East Kent 

Regiment)   

 

Regimental Number T/204464 

Corporal of the 1st Bn of the Buffs 

(East Kent Regiment). Son of Mr. 

W. F. Heasman, of 1, Cadborough 

Villas, Rye.  

Enlisted in Chelsea, Middlesex.   

Medals:  British War and Victory medals.  His regimental number 

indicates that he enlisted from the “Territorial Army”. 

Family details recorded:  Albert Arthur Heasman.  Birth Year about 1897. 

Age in 1911 = 14. (17 at start of war). Birth Place: Glasgow, Scotland.  

Father WF Heasman, 47, garage foreman, born London; wife Mary Ann 

Alexandra Heasman, 48, married 21 years, 5 children all alive, born 

London; Edith Harriett Heasman, 20; William John Heasman, 19, both 

born Chatham (Burham?); Vesta Ethel Heasman, 17; Alice Mary 

Heasman, 15; Albert Arthur Heasman, 14; all children born Glasgow? 

Killed in action on 25 October 

1918, aged 21 in Flanders, 

France at the Battle of Selle.  

Buried in Saint Souplet 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Cemetery in plot: I.B.15 (see 

below). 

St. Souplet village was 

captured by the American 

30th Division on the 10th October 1918. The American troops made a 

cemetery of 371 American and seven British graves on the South-West 

side of the village, on the road to Vaux-Andigny. A smaller British 

cemetery was made alongside. The American graves were removed 

after the Armistice and the seven British graves were moved into the 
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British cemetery. Further British graves were brought in from the 

surrounding battlefields and smaller burial grounds. There are now 

nearly 750, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in this site. Of these, 

one-fifth are unidentified and special memorials are erected to 55 

soldiers from the United Kingdom, buried in other cemeteries, whose 

graves could not be found. The cemetery covers an area of 2,504 

square metres and is enclosed by a stone rubble wall. 

Albert Heasman was 

killed during the closing 

hours of the Battle of the 

(River) Selle (17th - 

26th October 1918) as the 

Allies continued the 

advance after the Second 

Battle of Cambrai, 

recapturing French 

villages one by one as 

the German forces withdrew 

to the north-east. 

 

 

 

 

In this battle, 1st Buffs fought as part of 16th Brigade, 6th Division, 9th 
Corps (Lt Gen Braithwaite) of British 4th Army  under command of 
General Rawlinson.  

In early 1918 the Germans attacked across the whole line, but by early 
October 1918, British forces had contributed to thwarting the attack and 
then pressed hard on the retreating Germans, now hastily dug-in 
immediately to the east of the River Selle.  

The CinC, General Haig, sensing the enemy’s exhaustion, initiated a 
series of operations designed to get British troops in strength across the 



3 

 

river, and clear a way for a move against the Sambre-Oise Canal (see 
below), a further five miles to the east.  

 

The Buffs, as part of the Fourth Army, were in the spearhead of what 
was called the British Hundred Days Offensive in the final period of 
the Great War. The offensive was designed to push the Germans out of 
France, beyond the Hindenburg Line, and then force an armistice, 
(which came on 11 November).  

After a six day halt for preparations and artillery bombardment, on 17 
October General Rawlinson’s Fourth Army attacked on a ten mile front 
south of Le Cateau (map below). The aim was to reach a line between 
Valenciennes and the Sambre and Oise Canal. From there the key 
German railway centre at Aulnoye would be in artillery range.  

The Fourth Army attack made slow progress – after two days the 
right wing had made the biggest advance, a move of five miles. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindenburg_Line
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The attack had started in thick mist at 5.20am on 17 October, with 
infantry and tanks, preceded by a creeping barrage, moved forward on a 
ten mile front south of Le Cateau. The centre and left of Fourth 
Army achieved crossings of the river despite unexpectedly 
tenacious German resistance and uncut wire.  

Fighting was particularly fierce along the line of the Le Cateau – 
Wassigny railway. The right of the attack, across the upland watershed 
of the Selle, made most progress and by nightfall enemy defences had 
been broken and Le Cateau captured.  

Severe fighting continued on 18 and 19 October, by which time Fourth 
Army (much assisted by the French First Army on its right) had 
advanced over five miles, harrying the enemy back towards the Sambre-
Oise canal.  

Third and First British Armies (immediately to the left, north, of Fourth 
Army) maintained the offensive pressure next day. In a surprise joint 
night attack in the early morning of 20 October Third Army secured the 
high ground east of the River Selle.  

 

http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/content.asp?id=261&menu=subsub
http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/content.asp?id=262&menu=subsub
http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/content.asp?id=263&menu=subsub
http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/content.asp?id=263&menu=subsub
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Following a two day pause, to bring up heavy artillery, the attack was 
renewed on 23 October at 1.20am, with a major combined assault by 
Fourth, Third and First Armies. Infantry and tanks negotiated ground 
made heavy by rain; although the moon was bright, heavy mist, lingering 
until 9am, much hampered visibility.  

The battle went on for 48hours (to 25 October) and was a significant 
British victory, with considerable advances made and over 20,000 
German prisoners taken. 

 

Picture:  October 1918, 
Soldiers resting on the 
Cambrai to Le Cateau road.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/content.asp?id=264&menu=subsub
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The Rye Town Memorial (see below) showing AA Heasman carved on 
to North face.  

                     


